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Christian nationalism

• Christian nationalism is a branch on the far-right tree.

• It connects religious belief to patriotism, adherence to authority, 
patriarchal gender roles, anti abortion and scepticism towards 
diversity and democratic norms. Its singular goal is to combine 
religious and political power.

• It points not to Jesus of Nazareth but to the nation as the object 
of allegiance.



Christian nationalism

• As the situation in the US has shown, Christian nationalism is a 
threat to liberal democracy and human rights.

• Some of the Christian nationalists also support Zionism from a 
messianic, apocalyptic vision, aiming at bringing the 
Armageddon and the second coming of Christ. In that sense, it 
poses a threat also to global politics and safety. 



Christian nationalism

• Christian nationalism is claiming Christianity for its own political 
agenda, using Christian rhetoric and quotes in a culture war 
against the ”others”: Muslims, the liberal left and human rights. 

• Especially in Europe, there is a strong tendency to use 
Christianity as ”anti-Islam” 

• It is a threat to churches and who gets to define being Christian.



An American Christian nationalist would agree 
with the following statements:

• The U.S. government should declare America a Christian 
nation. 

• U.S. laws should be based on Christian values. 

• If the U.S. moves away from our Christian foundations, we will 
not have a country anymore. 

• Being Christian is an important part of being truly American. 

• God has called Christians to exercise dominion over all areas of 
American society.

(Questionnaire from Public Religion Research Institute measuring 
levels of Christian nationalism in the US)



Have you seen examples of this kind of rhetoric 
in your country?



Have you seen examples of this kind of 
arguments in your country?

In Sweden, both the Sweden democrats and the Christian democrats 
have used similar rhetoric and even political proposals (such as “the 
constitution should declare Sweden a Christian nation”). One 
exception: they have not  claimed God has called Christians to 
exercise dominion over all areas of society



The Sweden 
democrat’s church-
political manifesto 
(2025)

“The church of Sweden is more 
than a church. It is one of the 
foundations of Swedish identity. 
For more than a thousand years, 
Christianity has shaped our 
language, our traditions, our 
holidays and our views on right 
or wrong. It is no longer certain 
that the church of Sweden 
honors these values. We will 
change that! The Church of 
Sweden is important, not only 
for the believers, but for all of 
Sweden.”



Could there be temptations of Christian 
nationalism for Christians and Christian 
churches? If so, how? (2 minutes, beehives)



Christian nationalism

• Compared to the US, Christian nationalism in Sweden is less 
prominent. 

• However, some political parties have showed increasing 
tendency to use “Christian values”, “Judeo-Christian values” as 
synonyms to “Swedish values” or western civilisation when 
pointing fingers at Muslim immigrants or the Muslim world. 



Christian nationalism

• 150 years ago, “Judeo-Christian values” was used to expel 
Jews and Catholics from a “true” European identity – now, it is 
used to expel Muslims.

• For last couple of weeks there has been a debate with public 
criticism from churches, theologians and some journalists of the 
use of Christianity in this way.



“Christian” functions a code word for “non-
Muslim”, writes the Expressen newspaper



What do we do if the cross would be seen as a 
symbol of what we are opposing, rather than a 
message of the gospel? 

Discuss in groups, 2 minutes



Archbishop Modéus: “It is time to resist 
Christian nationalism”



Bishops and church 
leaders criticise 
Sweden’s politics 
on migration

The Christian Democrats says that the 
Bible doesn’t give any guidance in the 
matter – but the free churches, the 
Church of Sweden and the Catholic 
church begs to differ. 



A call to Christians

• For inspiration and tools: A Call to Christians in a Crisis of Faith 
and Democracy | Stand for Justice & Faith — Act Now

• “We refuse to baptize domination. We refuse to sanctify cruelty. 
We refuse to confuse authoritarian power with divine authority. 
We choose to resist, calling forth the righteous demands of 
our faith rooted in the teachings of Jesus. Religion should 
not be used to deify politicians or justify their abuses. When it is, 
faith ceases to be faithful and becomes a weapon of both 
heresy and hypocrisy.”



Faith in Democracy
The organisation Faith in Democracy - Mobilizing faith to 
defend democracy equips and connects faith actors and 
their allies worldwide to protect democracy against the rise 
of religious nationalism and the global religious right.



Christians against Christian nationalism

As a response to the far right’s claim to Christianity, Baptists in 
the US has formed the organisation Christians against Christian 
nationalism and published a book with an eight-step guide on how 
to work in your community



Resisting Christian nationalism

Amanda Tyler, the lead organiser of Christians Against Christian 
Nationalism, describes eight strategies on how to engage. Every 
strategy-chapter is concluded with a Bible-quote for reflection and 
a call to action. What we are doing today is part of the first step. 

• Step one: Name and understand the threat of Christian 
nationalism



Resisting Christian nationalism

Step two: Ground yourself in God’s love

We will try this one!

• Read: “Dear friends, let’s love each other, because love is from 
God, and everyone who loves is born from God and knows 
God. The person who doesn’t love does not know God, 
because God is love” (1 John 4:7-8)



Resisting Christian nationalism

Step two: Ground yourself in God’s love

• Reflect and act: How does Christian nationalism distort the 
teachings of Jesus? How can you re-centre the core teachings 
of Christianity- that all are created in the image of God and that 
we show our love for God by loving our neighbour- in your life? 

• Discuss for five minutes. Share your reflections. 



Resisting Christian nationalism

• Step three: denounce violence

• Step four: commit to the separation of church and state

• Step five: take on Christian nationalism close to home

• Step six: Organise for change

• Step seven: Protect religious freedom in public schools

• Step eight: take your place in the public square



Resisting Christian nationalism: Commitment 
from the Conference of European churches

• In the updated Charta Oecumenica, the Conference of 
European Churches commits themselves: 

• “to resist all attempts to misuse religion and the church for 
ethnic, nationalist, political or populist purposes; 

• to counteract forms of nationalism which lead to the oppression 
of peoples and minorities, pledging ourselves to facilitating non-
violent strategies and solutions, and defending human and 
minority rights



Do you have examples of Christian resistance to 
Christian nationalism? Please share!



Resisting Christian nationalism- conclusion

• We need to be aware

• There are allies

• We need to work together

• We need to claim the basic narrative of Christianity: Christians 
are meant to follow a gospel of  love, not the idol of power


